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A few weeks after Gig Harbor teen Liam Kelly was diagnosed 
with type 1 diabetes in January 2008, his mother Lisa Kelly 
attended a conference and met a woman with a diabetic alert 
dog. She believed such a dog could help give her son a more 
healthy, normal life while keeping tighter glucose control around 
the clock. 

“Liam is an extremely heavy sleeper—and the threat of nighttime lows is very real and very deadly,” she 
says. “And the psychological impact of dealing with diabetes, especially for a teenager, can be isolating. I 
felt that the bond and confidence a diabetic alert dog could provide would be beneficial.”

Through a family connection, she met Ron Pace, who owns 
Canyon Crest K-9 Training Center in Tacoma. Pace, who has 
trained police and drug-sniffing dogs for 30 years, had never 
worked with a diabetic service dog, but was game to try. 
“I’ve done almost every type of training,” he says, “but this 
was a new challenge after all these years.” 

Pace found Max, a black lab, on Craigslist last February and felt he’d be a good match for Liam. Pace and 
his son Jarod donated their time to train the dog as a favor to the Kellys’, assuming Max would be their first 
and last diabetic service dog. But they quickly saw the great need and potential for training type 1 diabetic 
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