Dogabetics: A Furry, Four-legged Glucose Monitor - JDRF Northwest Chapter

JDRF Northwest Chapter

Mission: To find a cure for diabetes and its complications through the support of research.
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A few weeks after Gig Harbor teen Liam Kelly was diagnosed

with type 1 diabetes in January 2008, his mother Lisa Kelly - Online: www.dogabetics.com
attended a conference and met a woman with a diabetic alert . Phone: call Ron Pace at 253-926-
dog. She believed such a dog could help give her son a more 9200

healthy, normal life while keeping tighter glucose control around . E-mail: ronpace@canyoncrestk9.
the clock. com

“Liam is an extremely heavy sleeper—and the threat of nighttime lows is very real and very deadly,” she
says. “"And the psychological impact of dealing with diabetes, especially for a teenager, can be isolating. |
felt that the bond and confidence a diabetic alert dog could provide would be beneficial.”

Through a family connection, she met Ron Pace, who owns e —
Canyon Crest K-9 Training Center in Tacoma. Pace, who has @@ HARBOR HIGH SCHOOL e =
trained police and drug-sniffing dogs for 30 years, had never k . E._,+
worked with a diabetic service dog, but was game to try. ; =

I've done almost every type of training,” he says, “but this
was a new challenge after all these years.”

Pace found Max, a black lab, on Craigslist last February and felt he’d be a good match for Liam. Pace and
his son Jarod donated their time to train the dog as a favor to the Kellys’, assuming Max would be their first
and last diabetic service dog. But they quickly saw the great need and potential for training type 1 diabetic

http://www.jdrfnorthwest.org/dogabetics/ (1 of 4) [1/2/2010 1:48:11 PM]


http://www.jdrfnorthwest.org/default.shtml
http://www.jdrfnorthwest.org/newly_diagnosed
http://www.jdrfnorthwest.org/northwest_resources
http://www.jdrfnorthwest.org/events
http://www.jdrfnorthwest.org/research
http://www.jdrfnorthwest.org/get_involved/clinical_trials.shtml
http://www.jdrfnorthwest.org/government_relations
http://www.jdrfnorthwest.org/national_resources
http://www.jdrfnorthwest.org/get_involved
http://www.jdrfnorthwest.org/get_involved
http://www.jdrfnorthwest.org/donate
http://www.jdrfnorthwest.org/northwest_resources/about_jdrf_nw.shtml
http://www.jdrfnorthwest.org/government_relations/legislative_updates.shtml
http://www.jdrfnorthwest.org/government_relations/legislative_updates.shtml
http://www.jdrf.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=home.viewPage&page_id=91EC2BF7-1321-C844-134D2E25FB931863
http://www.jdrf.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=home.viewPage&page_id=91EC2BF7-1321-C844-134D2E25FB931863
http://www.jdrf.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=home.viewPage&page_id=91EC2BF7-1321-C844-134D2E25FB931863
http://www.jdrf.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=home.viewPage&page_id=91EC2BF7-1321-C844-134D2E25FB931863
http://www.dogabetics.com/
mailto:ronpace@canyoncrestk9.com
mailto:ronpace@canyoncrestk9.com
http://www.jdrfnorthwest.org/contact
http://www.jdrfnorthwest.org/donate
http://www.jdrfnorthwest.org/newsletter
http://www.jdrfnorthwest.org/
http://www.jdrfnorthwest.org/events

	MJPOAJKBEBFMAHFNEDOLBEKENDKMGDKMOD: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 011993713604477371337:zzavc5fae9q
	f2: FORID:11
	f3: 

	f4: Search
	f5: 
	f6: www.jdrfnorthwest.org/dogabetics/




